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Instructor: Dr. Rick Fry

Office 342 DeBartolo                                                                              

Office Phone:  330-941-3405

Office hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10:40-10:55, 12:15-2:00, Wednesday 1-2,
Email: wrfry@ysu.edu
Required Reading:  General Psychology 3 ed.  The workbook by Ellyson, Coldren, Beckett, Fry, Kestner 

Required Materials: Scantron sheets (can be purchased at bookstore) #2 pencil

WebCT:

An important and valuable resource of this course is WebCT.  Many important elements of this course can be found on the web, including practice quizzes, and review questions. In the past students have found the information provided on WebCT a good way to study and supplement classroom activities.  Early in the semester I will give you instructions on accessing WebCT, so that you may avail yourself of its benefits. Do not try and contact me through WebCT, I never check that email. If you want to email me contact me through wrfry@ysu.edu
Attendance Practice Quizzes and Exercises 

Although attendance is not mandatory for this class, there will be an assignment to be turned in, on many days.  The function of these assignments is to keep the class up to date and, more importantly, to increase learning and improve performance. Each day’s practice quiz or assignment is worth 5 points, thus it is easy to see how 10 to 15 quizzes will add up.   

By coming to class and turning in all your assignments you will receive the equivalent of one full test.  That is approximately 17% of your grade, for just coming to class and turning in your assignments.  Hence, if you do not turn in any of them, the highest percentage of points you could obtain (if you got 100% correct on all 4 tests) is approximately 83%.  On the other hand, if you turn in all the assignments in a timely manner, you will have what amounts to one perfect test to average in with your four test scores.  

All quizzes and exercises are in your workbook.  The pages are perforated so you simply remove them and turn them when requested.  Be sure to print your name neatly.  For the sake of security xeroxs will not be accepted, only the originals from the workbook will receive points .  No late exercise will be accepted, when an exercise is done in class only those in class will receive point credit. If you miss an exercise or know you will be out of class when an exercise is done you will not receive credit, regardless of excuse.  Do not even ask if you can turn in an exercise early or late, only those in class when the exercise is done will get credit.  If you come in after an exercise is completed or leave before an exercise is turned in you will not get credit, only those who complete the exercise with the class and turn the exercise in with the class will receive credit.    

All practice quizzes and exercises are open-book in nature.  A few exercises may require you gathering information from interactions in the real world.    

Classroom Presentation 

Class periods will be devoted to discussions, lectures, and experiential learning exercises.  What is covered in class will be closely related to the reading assignment for the day.  Furthermore, there will be a heavy emphasis on class discussion in which everyone should participate.  

Grading

There will be 4 multiple choices tests, exams are not cumulative in nature.  Grades will be assigned on the following basis:

A = 90%   of the highest point total

B = 79%   of the highest point total

C = 66%   of the highest point total

D = 53%   of the highest point total

Research Participation

You will also be required to do 3 summaries from the magazine Psychology Today.  These summaries are due by the 15th week, but can be turned in at any time. Summaries should be typed and at least one page in length. You can however, if you so choose, substitute experimental participation for the Psychology Today summaries.  For example, you could participate in two experiments and one summary, or vice versa.  Or you could do three experiments and no summaries. Failure to do a summary or experiment will result in the loss of two points for each experiment or summary not completed.  If you sign up for an experiment you must keep your appointment. Failure to show up when you have made an appointment will also result in a two-point deduction.  

Grades of incomplete will only be given if the student can not complete the course for reasons beyond their control.

Missing tests is strongly discouraged.  If you miss a test regardless of excuse or reason points will be subtracted on the make up.  The number of points subtracted depends on how well you do.  A point reduction is taken to reduce the advantage of having extra time to study, hearing information about the test, and taking the test at your own convenience, thus avoiding the time pressure others faced by taking the test on the scheduled date.

Academic Honesty: Cheating in any form will not be tolerated.  This includes cheating on tests as well as plagiarism.

In accordance with University procedure, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, please contact me privately to discuss your specific needs. You must be registered with the Center for Student Progress/Disability Services office located at Wick House, on the corner of Wick Avenue 
and the Access Road (along the north edge of YSU’s campus), and you must provide a letter of accommodation to verify your eligibility. You can reach the CSP/Disability Service by calling 330-941-1372.

The following outline should be construed as an order in which topics will be covered. Dates as  to when tests will occur and chapters will be covered are subject to change at the discretion of the instructor
Date                                              Topic                                    Chapter Readings

Aug. 25



Introduction              


1

         27 



 Research Methods


2

Sept. 01



Research Methods


2

         03             
                             Research Methods                                          2

         08



Biopsychology


              3

         10                                             Biopsychology                                               3

         15                                             Biopsychology                                               3

         17                                              1st TEST                                                        

         22                                             Social Psychology                                         15

         24                                             Social Psychology                                         15

         29                                             Social Psychology                                         15

Oct.  01



Personality                                                     11

         06 



Personality  


              11

         08 



Personaltiy


              11

         13



Motivation                                                      10

         15                                              2nd TEST 

         20                                             Abnormal 


              12

         22    

 
Abnormal 


              12 

         27



Abnormal 



12

         29 Last Day to withdraw with a W  Therapy 



13

Nov. 03  


Therapy




13

         05



Therapy 




13

         10



Health Psychology


14

         12



3rd TEST 

         17 



Learning 



5

         19



Learning 



5

         24



Learning



5

Dec.  01



Developmental 



8

         03



Intelligence



7
Last Test over chapters 5, 7, & 8. December 10, 2009 @ 10:30 am  



                                                 
 
                              
                 
